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low violent-crime rate is due, in part, to Japan’s culturally 
homogeneous society and loyalty to a historic tradition of 
cooperation that provides a sense of moral order, a network 
of group relations, strong commitment to social norms, and 
respect for law and order. The example of vending machines 
in Japan illustrates this idea. In addition, guns are outlawed 
and much harder to come by in Japan.

Japan does not attain its lower crime rate through heavy 
investment in its criminal justice system. In fact, the Japanese 
government actually spends far less of its gross national prod-
uct on the police, courts, and prisons than does the United 
States. For many crimes in Japan, the offender may simply be 
asked to write a letter of apology. This is frequently a sufficient 
sanction to deter the person from further violation of the law. 
The humiliation of writing an apology and the fear of shame 
and embarrassing one’s family are strong enough to curb 
deviant behavior (Lazare 2004). Figure 6.8 provides a picture 
of the homicide rates per 100,000 individuals in the popula-
tion in various parts of the world.

Although comparing cross-national data on crime is dif-
ficult because there are variations in the definitions of crime 
and the measurements used, comparisons do give us some 
insight into what types of crimes are committed, under what 
circumstances, and how often. Two sources of international 
data are Interpol (the International Criminal Police 

Organization) and the United Nations. Although these orga-
nizations collect and present data, they have limited ways to 
check the accuracy of the data they receive from countries.

Global Crimes
Increasingly, crimes are global in nature. Some scholars 
use the world systems theory to understand global crime, 
arguing that the cause of global crime lies in the global 
economy, the inequalities between countries, and the 
competition between countries for resources and wealth. 
As a result of the capitalist mode of production, an unequal 
relationship has arisen between core nations (the devel-
oped, wealthy nations in the Global North) and peripheral 
nations (the Global South). Core nations often take unfair 
advantage of peripheral nations. Peripheral nations, in 
turn, must find ways to survive in this global system, and 
they sometimes turn to illegal methods—such as violating 
global environmental standards—to achieve their goals 
(Chase-Dunn and Anderson 2006). Some nations, though 
not wealthy, have many natural resources and are semipe-
ripheral nations. Benefiting from extensive trade, they are 
less vulnerable than the poorest nations. Figure 6.9 helps 
you see where some of these core, semiperipheral, and 
peripheral nations are located.

FIGURE 6.8  Global Homicide Rates (per 100,000 People,  
by Country or Territory), 2012
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Source: United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (2013). Reprinted with the permission of the United Nations.


